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This report on sex discrimination in the Kalamazoo
2ublic Schools describes the findings from a study of materials used
during the 1971-72 school year. Conducted by a task force on
clementary schcel textbooks, the study evaluated 172 texts, 65
supplemarzs, and 24 study-print sets for sex stereotyping and sexism.
Sex roles depict=d for both children and adults were examined. It was
found *hat materials not cnly reiuforce sexism but also limit girls?
aspirations and lower their self-esteem. Boy-centered stories
outnumpber girl-centered stories by five to one, and illustrations and
content material with males outnumber those with ferales by more than
+hree to one. The adults described in textbooks are as
zex~sterzctyped 25 the chiliren. Adult malec are poertrayed in almecst
avery corceivabkle occupation while adult females are seen working
only a* traditional female jobs, and it is assumed that girls will
follow the tradition. In general, women are shown to ke dependent,
incompetent, passive, and lacking ingenuity. Also, real-life
sityations are distorted or not described. I+ was ccncluded that all
of “he texts reviewed are sexist. Teachers are advised to adopt
teaching metheds that combat the sexism found in materials. The
evalua+tion forms and findings of the study are provided as
appeadic:=s. (ND)
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BLAE DA T
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.l

intecducaon

t . P
Why Joes a smal! boy say that women are always excitable and nervous?

How come Billy says he isn't going to make his bed because that :s a job for
2 giri, that he won't go to any girt party or tha® he won't wear a snowsuit
because they are For girls and “litrie" bqys? Why does Kristen say, uiih‘h
giggle, that ever she tan Ac 4t ang you know how stup.d she 1s? Why are the
boys w»itxng to snhare their thdhghts with mankind, but not with giris? What
goes 1t mean when Mary suggests that thg party bde he!d n the schoot kitchen

Decause the girls will be less sk the'e? How do ch:!dren get the idea that
‘w

Aunt Be:, t.enty vears old an unmarried, snould be pitied and who is ‘an

- L)

chiect of redicu.e?

The Task Furce on Eilemertar, S_hoo! Textbooks felt that elementary schoo!
w»

. v
., «

’er'books T3, ce wn easis sourte for some of thess :deas, and surely continue

Xc be a cctent reinforcemer: for such sdeas Having compieted a study of the

tests, suppiererts and sets of study prints in all content areas approved for

-,

use in Lhe Kalamama s emeftary schools for the 1971-72 school year, the Task

-

Frree ¢at state that textbooks cons.stently separate people into two rigidly
*

1efinen mald, . peey dirs unface ang Zist urted stereotyped role models for both

boys and girts and .n add:1.0n tra: the femate role mode!s ‘which are offered

are ofre: geqrad ng ard dgimean.nj 1 @icls and women. Over and over again,’
wﬁezﬂer‘:he texts are used o :eaﬁp asithretic or science, social studies or
r830iny, mus.c or handwrit.rg, the Oniy acceptable ote offered to ° '~ is
cne of passivity, desenserce, incompetence, emot.onaiism’and above a1 Tmes~
tiraity 1" every respect, tne textbeook female 15 a one-dym?nsional human-
b3 We quest.on how such material can in any way help to develop the

L) »
potent-al asPirations ot girls On the other hand, we have the textbook male
who ¢ creative, resourcefu! 31d assertive, rndustr.ous, brave and clever
Though re s ~uch =0-e 2 mu!t:-c mensionai human being than are the femates,

he provides wnal seems o e arf alrost .mposs.ble to achieve '"superboy/

superman' role ~agdel ) 4& .

-]-
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Role mode!s can be extremely he'pful in aiding a child's self-development. 7‘;,§§

:

E; However, when a society 3 rap:dly changing and the_roie mode!s maintain

% riq:dity, they cease being helpful! and become, instead, constrizting and re-
E -

- pressive to a child's development Ruth E Hartley supports this view in
. . ; \ ;

o
-
<

3 Sex-role Pressures and the Socialization of the Male Child " She stagés’that,

" amoné the sources of conflict experienced by young ‘che ldren are the lick of
adequate models and the rigidity of role demands. The Task Force feels that

. the sex role stereotypes that abound in the textbooks ‘aluated do not reflect

the reality of our ¢hanging society By continuing to present them to children

3t their most vulnerable and malleable stages of development, ‘we are doing a

<

great dea! of harm and a tremendous diiferV|ce to our children The Task - niﬂ?

: Force reahz'es that the schcois have ‘not’ created sex stereotyping and the °
‘double standards wﬁg;h exist for boys and girls, but the schools can begin" to

: eliminate‘éhe htrrfu{ effects of sex stereotyping and sexism by bcing in the

. I/
i
forefront in proviging equal opportunities to mafes and females alike. it s f

to zr;s end that this report is presented.
' METHODS _
#1tn the neip of a set of genera! gufdelines (Appendix A) the members of. the
Task Force on Elementary Schoo! Textbooks read ali the svailable elementary

schoc! textbooks, supplements fincluding workbooks) and study prints }isted

,« Dy the Kalamazoo Public Schoo's as approved material for the 1971-72 school

’

vyear The readers that reported the.: findings on Textbook Evaiuation Sheets

v >

‘dppendix B). A total of 172 texts, 55 supplements and 24 sets of study

. 'prants were evaluated. 4
» - \
CHILDREN'S }Ex ROLES .

A

Among other th'ngs, one of the results of sexism 's that bel.ef that chara-
. Cter is defined exclusively by sex. Such a belief is the bas:s for many of
the ste-entypes about femaies and males cultura'!} imbued 1n all of us. One -
exampie of this is the stereotyps w;-ch says that wom;n are by '"nature'

(V4
inferior and ntended on'y for wife-mother roles Long before children learn

-2- 5 . ,




to read, th:y ire exposec tu these skereotypes through simple patterns most of

. .
- us take for &rantgﬁ. The choice of !'sex-related" toys is énother example. of stareo-

b

typing.: (For further reference see: Mary 8. Munger,
school Ch;ldren.

“Sex-differcntlatidh in Pre-

Sex-typncal Toy Preferences and Know ledge of Peers’ Sex-Typ‘cal

* Tey Prcferohccs." DlSSERTATION ABSTRACTS INTERNAT1ONAL, XXX1i, 6-8, 3646, December.

1971.) qus often rece:ve erector sets and exhortations to become

engineers; gifls
get dolls and encouragement to play house.

) Q'gtomnutari'tgxts. especially the readers upon which the majority of this

study is based, play & special role in the stereotyping process. SInco they are -

prcscntcd to chi!dren wi thin the oontext of authority, they bear the stamp of

official approvai. Through them, chnldren receive a powcrfully strong messjge

o %

about what society expécts of each sex.
*

-

The messages which seartngly strike out from the pages of the readers indicate 'éf

[ that these readers not .only reinforce sexusm.

but also limit girls!' aspirations

15,and lower their.self-esteem.
-

[ J
Tre following examples typify the display of this

* . EY
reinforcement:

~

Suddanly lani looked 4rna,,J YW1l 1 Hd var forget
"I fon.;n* tc ,a»'e 2 book thie mrapainy, 2 o
Hovy a.cwn Ficture fome thic aervoom.

T uish I pould stop 'ﬂrge°:~na'”'

Lani's problem is remedied by her grandmother's gift of a homempede pink

*
cress with ‘'remembering' pockets. - . ’

L Mary is another stereotypicrexample: . )

"Let's have 2 parzy in she scioo’ f::cnen, said Mary.
"The 3irls are used tc i:. They'il 12 leee any there."2

v Girls can't help but get the impression, consctouslty or unconsciously, that

L] Y

boys are more important, more intelligent,

Y

have broader career opportunities, (see

Appendices C, D, and €

,‘tnsts of occupations and oct}vit:es). and conslderably ..

. more fun., These impressions are pointed out in many ways. For examp%e. the . N

"~ sclence texts port-ay a

great lack of posvtlve actave participation by femalgs."

] Tbc girls in-the science texts are shown as timid observers while it 1s the boys

Lt -tively execute the experiments agh'projects Again we find the female -

;ileC | 3 6 -

.
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N

‘rgures as cwrtners doine sousehold cherus, nurses, and teachers The male role,

[y > .
'S one of provider, butlder, and protector

»
> .

Three readers provide further evidence of -stereotyping. Jane tries to get .

Billy to buy a stuffed rébbltA However, Billy makes it clear that he doesn't like

toy animalsy-he wants something that will "Go'"" n thé story "Two Smart Boys,"

LI .
the boys are able to save a trapper by whisti,ng w.th a steam locomotive & A iale
relating the experiences of Alvin the .nventor includes "...to make his bed. It

L]
was a jcb he didn'i like, a job for girls 15 *

"Evidence for the abo»e'charges comes heév:ly from DICK AND JANE AS VICTINMS:

SEX STEREOTYPING IN CHILDREN'S READERS published in 1972 by Women on Words and Images

(Wwow), and, most tmoartant locally, from the Katamazoo Public Elementary School
Textbooks Task Force's scrulinizatians and findings "

Cne of thé moSt obvicus findings vas the great dcs:repanéy between the 'number
of ferales to males presended i1n both :llistrataons and ccntent matertal, with _
males outrumbering ferales mcr; than three to one Whether 1t be in math, reading,

science, handwriting, spelling, social studies, history, health, or any other

-
¥

subject, this same trend in rigidity ot presentation reighs

423 *inus toat toy-centered Stortes outnumber girl-centared ones five to two.
- 3 ,

The Task Force has discovered that boys earn money two to one over girls in the

matn te«ts, and tnat boys save money five to one over qirls  n handwriting, girl's

»
nanes are seldom mentioned 1n the writing derlis A typical science text features

-
-

3lmale, The index of this book ncludes only one female 6 In the spelling books
there 2re two-thirds more males than ferales From the 2,760 stories 1n 134 books
which wW0Ww read, the following ratios were derived: male biographies to fe@ale
b;ograah‘es, 51X to one; male animal ctories to female animal stories, two to
one; male folk or fantasy stories to female folk or fantasy stories, four to one.
Although the Tasx Force has concentrated primarily on the evaluation of the
books of publisher Scott, Foresman, aad Co » Studies have been conducted which
_investigate ~any other publishing companies oFor example, WOW evaluated 15

companies besides Scott, Fcresman and Co  Their quant (tative analysis which appears
.. . ~4-
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IToxt Provided by ERI hd

-

-~




-] : \ /o'
- .
+. Appeng Aoy Comar o mage
Tre Task Force peintis v ot thak Bay protiagonists yirtually mononolize tratis
s
Pihe intelligence, creatrsity, trave-;, pe‘severance, inrtrative and industry.

The there of one story s that Grancfathe- .and the boys must come to the rescue
-

anen Grandra canaout put out 3t re TPro,ect: Genius! 15 3 story which deals w'th
]

« ey
®

Lad 5Cr5 w70 3FC M52 "ed o d2500¢@7 T M ng tP s cedlly round With the aid

QF Mr Scoon's (Science teacner) telc:cope, they proceed to tigure distances, draw

-

diagrar s, ang ir short deonsirale the g litses 10 this highly complicated pro-

Cras st b tures out, they thank they hase reatiy proved that the Earth is flat
- “p £y -

a2 procent "o 0 desCovetiel 0% aIrD0) assenb'y | Nevertheless, the boys dise

Cuver ther  eregr and siatl LeoT2 tressens worthy of respact 3 -

1 [ e

Pl characters cocoba, theee Cnuuiigiastics only rarely, and oftentimes are
- » A
teda traf tndo 20 o0 funtcer e Y dne peame exatple 15 in the story ''Electro

-
-

CeveeT, " oenars ore thatalrter,' 3037 Snnatetle," s portreyed as a not so subtle

SRR ,
. N . e e et S e e - L T |
- . - L - ws T e T :.tf:'-‘y.»,’-t: -37»2\4 o The Lwored
A ot ., -z . Ly a s : - -t
e w0 Llerse 0T 0l S oand old oliprer,
c T ”- . . - T o N e
i Y -« - [ N
-
. ) ) - e .
- ” - ax - » T w2 R R T Faare oLl gregt
Ttoac s s tmrmerals FTircie, . tzyoon T bs 2 ogapllt
.
/
Taw misdy an the ceader; ha.oe 2 o0 odge ~hen 11 comes to characteristics -f

SLTN 35 La-si1/s.1/, depe-dens,, anl inco-petence  Once 1§ Enough' portrays Marcy,

-

L]
.
the m3' cnaracte’, bu™Bt N3 4 wu3d tne hitchas tey.ng to concoct a salad:
X »* '
——
* M % e an - 2 = . - - . RN P . = v S
STe MISVIHIEL, Wl Zat k. & unTacd, A then addsd the green peas,
LT e e o e = B U - oy A D
SoITelTMNAZ Zeame, 3id orhIooltzew Cliieg. TRere, v she would pour
- - . P 2 C e ey . - s - Y * *
pcimatnder of *ho LoTarin ier the tir. Bub the mald was tos full
- ~ - £
I N S . R L. tal 3 . .
Bos Tha FOCIV Leiaowp D0 Cuip i ctdze Dhe teed to seccp wp
. . e .
Sewlorepe e bt o vt L wllosoep everatinnglie

veotme toliguing salectiin f.om a teg.nc.ng reader, 1t 1§ interesting to

nate tre role or ones

- " -~ " -
s - , * - - > -
- v~ - 2
- - & - L (}
- 1 v T
P . - .
B " R 5 s . . »
L] '~ -
. -
- hd i A /A, L’C - - - 12' A/
oy [P Y= N 5 Ve
f
) ” PP T Y caep g 44
¥ SR A~ B L M4

X
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< oan., "Ore whap I oogn do.
P R Y o TR o .
. Fou own oot ‘ :

Feze sa:a, "Looak Jame.

Joam oo vire
. - St oasu Zorperld

- o i

fAhe Task Force cannot help but absertF that aftter ail this conversation,

Jane never does anything. In the same book from which the above quotes were

A Y

taken, it 15 clear that at pla} girts are “mothers' but no boys are ''Fathers." 13

In another text, more fygical Zonversation parailels that of the aboves <

]
* - - '
« -':, - %
4
-

¥ <%
M N X
N

Y ;A,‘a *
- L] - - T .
.. p N y
) «Te ARle, LW . .
Felr mel!” -4 ‘

. * * -
Sample situations of girls needing helip.in another book are when: water

nverflows in the sink. a dog runs away, a shopping bag develops a hole, a girl .

P

nsac her har 2 the ..1nd, end

g

Wil yiri gets up on a wa'l but ¢annot get down.
’ .

,/yﬂefé"éirsee thit the boys say, “Look at rme'' while the girls say, "Help' Help'

-

Help® Help'"ls A picture 'n the front of this book shows five boys and five .
girls in line The five boys are lead:ng the tine white the five girls are stand-
1ng passively in the background This .s repeated over and over throughout the
series The boy speaks in front of the ciass The boy !s in the spotiight.

In yet another book, we see the young daughter in the fami ly read}ng pPassively

ir. the background while her b;bther, Kees, has a very.bright idea:

"Father, there are a few rore fruifsbsxec there. May I make a
arec:2al platform for Eot and me?”

The ""female'! characteristics of passivity, [ncompetence, and dependency are
heavily strewn amidst the pages Two pointed examples come in the form of
illustrations. The front cover of one book shows two boys, ene running and one

riding 1n a go-cart They are :n the foreground (n the background are two girls

» -6-
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“TO 3RDRAT T el f Lt oL teem) oitnhough thes nartrcular Xext s {ntended -

£
i

~ Gr use 1N thirg grade  poth g.rls gre aressed in skirts and ate standing 1
L] L)

t .
wkwardly stift poses and eveing the boys. 7 1n another 1llustration from still
»

! .
another te«r, s1x boys are sno.n +n var.ous relaxed postures They are dressed in

seans. The sne 3irl— the s.ctufe iy att. ed n a lovely pink dress with hair
. - 18
ribbon tn -azch, s9in. piack shoes ard .5 3ha.n an a vallerina‘s rest posture

Oppo-tunities £ n'a. and .ok sun a Lamilar garut to that of personglity
i )

& rra.ty “eagers and sther texts leave i.trie acudt about which sex has the better ~ -
,

time. Fealoang fantacy=livte adventuves take S characters expdoring in China,.
- - LS ] .

. =

]
A220~tany. 77 Araccaen tu tre North Tote, ecatzhing cattle rustlers, and panning for
" ’ ’

15 . ~ . )
gc'd Fasala dyliter Mivtys ~ecp the.r .~ad nations r:veted on fun with their
-—/
future fanilye, isn 3 uoe™ by "ohert P. Triestram Coffin, we see that:
- S e P 2., 2apntan vater, -
o e RN vre srudileioned,
s . S iiiea D AN R P
. - U RO s - L o
L] ‘ *
The. TauanT il L L0T Snoh raniers
- . . oo T @siTne ham oo Lo,
Fur made mia a4 Trae 8rélign . . ‘
sicdmrzhie sl LD oife s

. -*
> Felo ro=_teer se plasing bodse ace acout the only "real 11fei' adventures for -
; ; AN ’ )
erl readacs, cther tran the s.car.ous the 11 that may come from watching boys--a

\ .
Tos T oon Tn Ltyin Lo, aften t.nd the~ssives an rhe pages of these readers
4

.
~ S

4]
foc tiona! prospecta apoeac TG b6 : i 1art. nartow  Adult rote models fit the

*

S37€ wirresiy oe. 3L the onvld protagon.its, as «5 aermonstrated in another secton

of this study . B

Faultrg «f the readers ranges ~.dety .n the realm of stereotyping Girls

* -

ace ofien seen belitthing the~rsetves zad other gqirts. In adcition, boys often

apcear to ''orose their masculinity! 9y dgirecting attacks aganst girls  WOW's
study 1sclated 67 stories in shich ane sqx deveaned the othe:r and found that 65 of
thase ~ere. s1tuations 1n whren femara: .e.2 the sex demeaned One Story protrays .

3 boy upset b, the fact that, in his o3:n on, there ..ere not enough boys being
invited (0 a party which he was sxpected to attend ‘'How about the boys? I'm

O ‘ . . ] -7— . -
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. ~ 21 . . . *
. ~0C goirg 3 Ay girl pa 1y JB+7 cmaractets frequently join in the sport of

belittling other females or putting themselves down w-th remarks {ike: l“I',m Jus

a girl but | Know enough not to do that," or “it's easy, even | can do 1t  And
. ] » z 2 &
yoJ know how stupid | am "' -

-
*
-

. Obviously, children's readers have dorinated our sex bias study thus far .

- - - L}

However, 't 1s important to remembe: trat the Tash Force aiso tinds fault with

science, math, music, language and Yo-un.cations {(tncluding speliing books and
# . .

dict.onaries}), handwriting, health educat.on, and social studies texts. Example

’ L]
abound  In ail the math texrts evaluated, the activity {esdrved almost cxclusivclyl

*for all adult fe-ales outside the hove . household shopping  1llustrations, as
weli as lyrics, are s g7ificant n the ruy.c texts - The nllusmrattops accompany
3 song calied, 'What Sorg, of Peopte Co~e to Your Town?" portray only males- astr

. nNdut, baker, bas€bal: cla,er, cdrpenter, ‘conboy, doctor, musician, and janitor.

Ore 'arguage tex: Propagates the practi.ce ot r.gid role definition as it states-
. ” . N .'
tMe teacher's edjr.nn: - .
- ¥ .. \l .
. . - PNl iervreranion kased on cregtive

e
IR * g4 T
LI N - AIQLINIM I 1Toma Heve L LN

'ng

o-

. TeXT L. TLRT &n33edt 80me oltects with moving
Fare Sooodn s ldeen o 28t cut. Beya especially.
" anT Lalalee the rroption Ty tozsortray a Jjuke- .
. < I e L 2an .penen g exzrie. - .
Arother te«t uses as exarples of rrssess:ve nouns, '"Ann's hat, boy's bike,
2 . -
2% .
Girls' re_ <aw, and usss as exarpies ‘of .erbs, vack ran atte? the ball. Mariiyn
. 25
-
and Jare 4id thydishes The pie ., agsd  She bakes very weil The sentence

3,

usagg\in an elerentary schoo! d:ct.ona-y 5 ~Orthy of attent:on -

- £
s KN - s O B R PR I R I S
e} 2. 2% 122PG€ IO LeMel TnIT Lo S AL ® IXG ¢ ang §,
Lt
- . - * -

ok nava 9, £ :

-y L] Y ) .

‘e a2dded auzar tuv ker tez .

¥ £
.

A + e Vg, 3 N -y 871  *ATA veys 3x g
ST A PINES 120/ 6P+ L:J!&é.. e e m? - S0 LAE PIUN L. ro
s (] - - - I - o~

Jer rick olsthes raue her <5 be veilth .

.
!
* o 5o * ey by Ay - ¥ S g

=MLy o 08ern 12 Studyiv: vr o g dsrtop "
= " .. cea E

SR8 INIIDND Slae O Il D Y 0n RER rupencs

cresr iz griezed the g n fuvling Laren. ..
’ frofecasy Jovee ateere nimaels in Lapin o9
Q -3-
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»

Tars sa - Lthdmar, o0 Ltes A 4 Lusical.on tor tne entry "cradie ' It portrays

a ~an fa ~rer) aith u v ner'y cragle looking, for gotd  The sentence example for

A * ' 30
. , L
this word i35 '“She cradled tae child .n her afmg "

® .

Tne fo¥10w'ng two exarples are t.oical of the stereotypic barrage to be found

. »
'n schoo! realth books: - .
- - ) -
R R U P AL S S S N -
o R S T .. ? . * . E" . Al 4:,‘ ~;‘ -
Q
N - I - N S N L S -
WLRATTL e ol g i e tal Lo e : —
LT o At - .
“re Tdsk Force has noted tratcr.t:iisvs of history and social studies texts
“epurtes Ly sivlar rouos sn.ar.ably po.nt oul tha. the contributions of women .
Nave Ceer 5 .5hted - espet ali¢ those of Loren', ?-gh;s leaders like Susan B. :
- * ’
Antron,, Elizadetr Cads Ztanion, and io,0u-ner Truth® The same goes for women's -
cilecti.e stow3jle to 73.7 ent-ale onta ali-rele coileges and universities, and
-
» S 33
the - zver=CLrl@uing Dat.ley *or 2jual employmert opportunities
- N N A i
sL 18 1TRCrLANT TQ kE2L .n TN that tne obyect isn't to blame schools and - |
. - :
S8 Tpacets lUey Lnilse L0121y for tne sex rcle stereotyping that exists today.
- N - ) - N
P2 pa T owe That 5CP7L7 .« €Nty bute to the dorr.vental conditions surrounding - N
') ) d -
“ai3~azoo schogt ch'‘cren . ~ .-
- Tre on 22t alse s rot 1o tarza oo ls arte rate rolds or vice-versa The . -
‘. . *
Soimt oas tmat rote def r.olrony 0a the baurs 0 sex appear to severely limit the 5 .
. N
- N Lo |
Treedcm of kRyran bauongs o svolse the roles they want  The foilowing definiticns
- are zascen from tao elerenta . d-4t.onsc.est ot , ! .
. . |
Sl oo TR oy ot L, Ve, zéntle ?4 . N
xS L T X TNy M., SIPOmz, Dijopoug.od . 1
- 2 xmrdoni e, ooz, frank, Prave, |
nIele, Twlensndon: rovopable.d . .
-l 2R A A voear et Sd et . |
Co IPIrer Sr gt ; el .
et ECH AL, SO Sy oeom pateep s
TRIL meN ot d . .o
As‘a‘? vr"‘i‘_:“ -:q-w.vf v R . * ’
T . BLaTaEy TN s e i
-l e T, 27y 28 2 taspniniile; aipowg, . .
ez bexte, o0, wmiirendenr ad homopablc. ¥
Cooer o oz o i L .
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WAll ‘ex!s nave ste-entypes ot the kind c.Ped here = dictionaries and readers
are far from alone . |
The ‘Task Force believes that schools_shout!d strive to create a more open

- ’ Yy

society in which girls and boys should both have the chance to fulfill their

human potentiai; females without fear of being unsexed by ambition or success, -
males’ without worries about being-called "sissy" 10r showing emotion -or sensi-

tivity or-about entering ''temin.ne' professions tike nursing or librarianship.

It has been found that theﬁpopular american belset that males in the soclety
i
are not supposed to sHSL any t75 of emotional expression or tfeeling about them-

selves or others 15 continually re.nforced throughout these books The detr:-

s

mental effects of the sterzotyping ot males i1n this way creates an artificial

- bakrier betweer mates and femates teading uttimately to the mistaken betief that

because males show no emot:ion they have none. Most often :t i1s males.thehselves

who most veherently bel.eve this L.miting the personality in such & way can

-

only serve to stifle growth and natur.ty rather than further i1t  in one story,

Kees is witnessing the water rising: !
\, ne really ‘e

”

"

".. » o

Lgr e i ? i ermyees bt

exail, . He ker: avaliswing hard’t

Finally, Yees crys:

It waa too muck Fop neqﬁ Yaﬂob rut his arm around

aim and tried o ~om T him, but fees went on sﬁbbzng——
T o Toviger a Big JJ;/uuz an unhagpy lut.le child,

4n A Fem.q}s:,(ook at Ch.idren"s Books,'" a g-oup simitar to the Task Force

makes the fol}pﬁnng comment with which we agree:

Tarrg phron ke have fourd 1z o wpazl. Bimggle o

idenylry wntn the rorular female image will reccgrize :
1t pranaganda—and not suply 43 a natural refiectiom
lrfe. Unfortunately, the girl and boy readers are

/Mot as yet eo experze enced, Bocks that ourline a traditional

[:RJ!:‘ backgroynd role for women, prazs;gg their domeeriz aﬂaomppanhmcnte,
= -I -
= 13
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) Reade-s and rexihooks are 3 WP B 07Ty as we s ove (o genuinely allow

chi'drer o> cotn aeves 1o tu . (R o ongrarn patent a Th.s Task Force raises
3 deFEicu’t but AL utaDsEb £ sl oot bWt Lle thildren weith the outdated
2 ' »

SL2rwcl les 1360 Sake T0r 80 A, sl ated, unnapps aduits?

-
.

ADuLT SEX RILE,

T 37008 0n0 €% 1T 20 gec o thr ¢ tweIBOOKS ever.ddy are as sex stereotyped

AT T o Y1Rr nroasgmar M ttae Sv0af  AJUIL M3Ies a'e portrayed In almost

SEfY CEMCE VaLlr LopeTeen R e a2 v ferales @.2 seea wdRing only at tradi-

Twmat Fergis Los wtt T vl g uven P2t q.rls w1l t0.'cy these traditions, *
‘brogndix O UL YT oot g e N3N, 01yN3 TexXU e secrion on Americals

AdTRe 3 L LToras oon, eyl in the row 0 geade haudeiiting text an exercise | *
Zona The ruectonr Smat iha L Le¥l Lotcn ale Showa as secretaries and steward-
~ P * ‘4? - L

2513, oo oTel gre T ouls a2 G0t 3 e The Seltron on pat: Otism in the

S LT GTAC PG i ann te«r, ade. 7, o <.urex arl, m2n g5 @5 a.1 the historical
g '

*

" s L.=nd  The tenth chapter in''The =+ ..

. -

PeOd el gvAls 0T et Sradm Lal: -0 mec..an heroes, all of wh cn are

e
L]
Iy
H
[
A
-
[
ie]
Qe
)

raid T ihe rezone-; ad o 5 ) stea ""to keep the girls from
: CL s -
fec'ing zheaten by oan L D I e R VI Whetpner o- not Harriet Tubman
S opresein?, hoeve 0oL €Tt oent 2 th (M teadne 's d.scretion Scoence !
BLOkS 3hes 1 graal dac- o .0t Le La wre wet.an ‘g, terates "Exploring Science! ¢
. / ’
A 10uTtY Zrata moe, 3Ly D moee ae Hiapzl L7L 0 vales wntie the soje femalg

- RV i .

! ]
ALty 1y L PLng Ty up Lt e, "¢ eree, 4 Mooern Approach' includes 39 men,

TLAT LT tREn Sl.erl.glh gnd tL D o ocer, o0 Latcdieng Ben FLankitn and one house- .
V) .
oo doerar  TUDEL L L L. L4 L4 NI oyt ead A most gAciusively

e S T £V B I R =T7 e Tewpie Cunlr-butons YO 30Ciety

trothe 22 *.CF ang sastr 3 o Ll Lt studees testsregad, men we-e listed id”
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the index 1,508 times, while women were listed only-60 times. Occasionally,

ult women in math texts do have jobs but no mention is made of their earning monéy,

saving, investing or making large purchases. All of these activities are frequemtly

discussed with males as subjects.
Over all other traditional female jobs, the most highly valued role offered
to girls is that of housewife and mother -- the two appearihg to be inseparable. Single
women are misfits Lo be pitied in the textbook world. In the reader "WiQe Horizons",
Aunt Bet with her home sewing could keep herself but that was all. She was twenty
now and ought to be married but had fancied none of the ...boys around. People laughed at

her and called her the Princess.52

The message comes through very clearly; girls really
ought to be married and become mothers. In health, handwriting, spelling, science

and english books, women, Yhen they appear, are overwhelmingly port;ayed as.éothers
working at thgir domestic duties. In music books women are ;onfined to this role in songs

*~

and illustrations. This is Music has a song for.girls entitled "Whom Shall I Marry?"

"Rich man, poor man, beggarman, thief, doctor, lawyer, merchant, chi.ef."“'3 .The theme is a

.

popular one and the message is that girls have to find husbands and that this is their
first and most important Job. .

Though a girl may have a talent or 1nterést, it is rarely developed for her own

*

satdgfaction but is viewed as bait for catcﬁing her husband. For example..."she had

grown up on a farm, learning how to spin, weave, cook, sew and keep house. ..the kind of

;rainiﬁg that would be useful to the wife of a hard working, enterprising youig man. >4

In "Vistas" a stanza from a poem by Robert P. Tristram Coffin, tells what american

schoolmasters did for girls:

"They taught the' girls such’ manners
€ As siiffened they for life,

But made many a fine speller5

Good mother and good wife," 2

Yet even when a woman reaches that goal of marriage and motherhood, she still is not .

. ; )
treated with. respect or as a mature adult. The Task Force finds that mothers are second

' ~ i -12~

only to their daughters in dependency, passivity, incompetence, lack
|
|




2f ~ra; At ur@y, v Caetu T3t Llueésa S.or young boys are often shown
saving older siaters 3nd even —olners trom diocaster t% 3 »>t0ry from ""Wide Hoii-
zon'' the son I3 hela»ng to save hes tamily t-om a t.ood which h.s sister sleeps
through -Kees, the young n2ra, thinks to hrmsert, "Madn'( Mother and Trui gone

throuan the wi~e th.nal »a) even t tney .ere nide., they were, atter atl oniy
. 56./

women A p+3 bOv 04ght T3 be able 'O lake at ! 4t 3t much @5 they could

In""Gpen Highwa,s' cousin Alra, a *2°ty year oid ~oman, .3 afraid to’stay alone,
. . o~ 57
30 she has two vOounNyg bavspcorme and sta, lhe night with her Situations tike

«

th : repoated time and tame 2,30 +n Tesls 30U hélp but g.ve ch:idren the

ofin. an [hat aean g-e ext:2rp, gependent and inloMpelent creatures

Mother 3t ¢ z0o quod 4t Mandling unuiud. SHLUATIONS erthar  In one Sstory

mother's wGA nas 13 .t wp ~ 3t ce for houts unti! father comes home and rescues
. ' <

y o FOoiner to 90 DLl o the garage and get a ladder

~
1)
3

Ta

nim owaith o ladder AT LT

L]
wusld mase deen ouisree he r.g .. delined detest g COte il takes ‘a rather
L

*

WPC s gned woth gadgets to ore up wth thar clever s0lution .- Back to the flood
2 .
STO"Y '3 Ane rore eearple of rotier's .eactions »n 3 crises  ''Kees was feeling-

et Letter now tha. there +as a2 .'C Y MEn «n the house Women were always so

grcrtacte ard res.ous He saun That n.os mOLes .38 ¢.20 Mo e worried anow that
. 58 -

Hedwa !l o= nat 1aid ner the 1aresr pews M *

Motkar 'y aclysitint L% L O doTesT € futees, cooking, washing dishes,

.
1

Bg-in3 37 TT.85 Lirtn he; 1@.tnter 20 tor et ton) i-0ming, sewing and cleaninyg
. L]

e -~
o

her alwa.s tidy Nouse a0 Dbieas. 36 wiih reatness » another characteristic cf
rotrers  She aimost ailas apadac: 1T 2 d e5S ana quite often an high-heels and
an apron  She corsianti; 1ast. - 1: thys passion Tor neatness and personal appear-

g ce o e 13uwdhters  inoa 3i0ry an F iends Olo ang New'' the family s ex-
pecting ccrpan,  Morher says to me. smail daughter, " know that you want it
' 53

{your nair) to Yook prett, <her cur friends come TO .i5st This smaly cheid

+ - .
tren 5. 15 Lrde. 4 N3 - cor,er, tuftecony descomfort ard boredom tor the sake
N I
of."peattys ha.r,’t aniie ner brothe ,sn'L even calle? (ntu the house to change

nts clotas’  tp ""Theaz_and Jo, Fun w th Our Froerds'’tne boys are go'ng to the

O -'3— .

L ®
S
s . .




tarm .o ndrathe T Afrls v L DD G0 LU0 bul Mothee insists that the *
1
Jirls go wetn her The, g ¢ unnappy, but when they find out they are going

shopping for qresses, al' is.weli__"cane and 1 want to go to the farm with the
— T 6 S :

boys™ But we +1ke tn go hera too Apparently they do (in the textbooks any-

Sby} tecause they are atme.t aiways prctued «n pretty party dresses, gcod shoes

and ribbons in therr na.- ’ ’

Adult*somen .n the texts, unitke the men, are e:ther job hoilders or mothers
Theugh the United States COrfice of,Labor Statistics stated that in 1970 §7%

of all working women have children under '8, we very rarely see a wdrking mother

' texgbooks Q‘ @ matter of fact, wother rarety leaves the house or yard  When
she does manage tr get away, there almoit 2inays seens to be some kind of minor
disaster, thereby, erphastzing tne poirt that mothers belong «n the home In
"More Friends 0ld and New' there .. & story about a man who says his wife's work

'L 2asy <0 he stayu hore and she jo2s to the tields. He has 50 many problems‘that

. | -

the ciosing tine .5 ‘Never again did he offe- to*keep house " The moral of

the story=-things are best the ..av they are now Yet a mother's work i1s not

s ety raver done out 1T . never fuspectad OfJooked on as very important The text-
[

beok ch ‘aren nev:r hush o ai'ou the, - mother 1o concentrate  .Does ‘'shg evér con-

”~

centrate on anyihing? kor do the chiidren aver bring her cups of tea while she

-

Fevaxus itn the paper the way tha, do for their tataer Doesn't thrs tmply that

-

meiber has no "rez'’ work ang theretore doesn't desarve a resc?

£
A.ln the type of paryun motner 'S, iU 1s no wonder that father s the exciting
Tember of the family He s the chilarens enly Tirk vith the outstde w.orid Father
¢ves fun things with the children Father solves probiems and fat~:r makes de-

tii1ens Father kpows sometnong about eve ything' °

. ) -

Man, of the Task Force nembers exnresscd cohcern abzut the manner 1n which
marerage 53 portrajzed n ire textbooks . Since 't seers to be an asgumpzlon that
T30 43T - Lh realabe. (Egp anoane's «rte, why are all the mirrlages n thege
5c0ks s; jo-lese  All.gesonstrations of affecgton arctoff lirmits, as are

quarrels  Tha relatignsh.pt Berween a' pecple +n the toxtbooks are lacking .n

D ‘ ':“9»‘




>

@

hunan warmt . Thet. n;n-rmotlonaifsm'm§kes them shaliow, unceal stic and un-
interesting A child learns litt'e about interpersonal communication from these
books ’ .

Even though there is no closeness between husband and wite - one deesn't find

homes withour both a mether and a father What effect does the non-existence of

- -

. _.-one parent famil.es 1n texts have on the children who are presently living in

such families? Approximately 15% of the children in our schools live witk.only

o

° . = o s
one parent and the number is rising every year due to the high failure rate of

N

marriages in this country  Chitdren whose backgrounds are significantly differenc *

- from those tound 1n all of the:r textbooks may choose to condemn themselves or
their famit.es for being atypical or abnormal We do not feel that such.a per-

ceptron s healthy, and pesttive steps should be taken to avoid it
> ' ) \

It 1s 7ot only the Eﬁ'trayal'of @he family wthat sufferg from a disto,tion of
reabity in theseetexlbooks, for‘other f?al life sntqa;:on; are ragely seen on
theor pages either  People do not engage in artist activities or. become de-

\ . ‘ .
pra,sed; “parents do nex hire teenajed babysitters, auopt ‘children or get sick,
¥ - ’

v L)
and children do not wear 9tasses, take nusic lessons o¢r wonder about God. The

- “
~

texthock wirld might better periray varying life styles which would include

thibdcen, both bnys and giele, wno occasionally get dyrty, affectionate hushands
LI * )

and w ver, wnrking nother, ani yes, even an oceas on house-husband." In sho r,

8

Uy the delier of the Task Force that distortions ot reality are not useful to

yourgy people as they develop and seek to afta.n a verspective of themselves and
the.r ~»rtd . : A
AN

P

O L}

ERIC oLt

" - .
s - - *
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CONCLUS 1ONS AND RECOMMENDAT. ONS \ R

't ts the conclusion of the Task Force on Elementary School Textbooks that

A1

all of the texts reviewed are sexist and must be revised before going into a new

printing It is the recommendation of this Task Force shat the Kalamazoo Public

.

School System rafuse to buy any new textbooks for any area of study, until they

meet guidelines, as'e g suggested and developed by the Instructional Media
. .. .
Department of tne Kalamazoo Public Schools in their '"Guidelines for a Non*Sterooq\ -

N LN ,
typed Portrayal of Human Roies in Med.a Cente:r Mater:als" (Qgggndix-G)‘”'Ue would ~_ .

> e

.

- remind the Board that the:- gfag;naJAMOE;on which created and charged this

-
- *

"Committee a'so anstructed ‘'the administration to look into the matter of working
with book publ.she-s arter such a study was made.'' The Board has the power and
the responsib:lity as a consumer of these textbooks to demand changes in them. S

We recommend tnat you write to tne pubiishecs teii.ng them what, specificaliy, s

L .

Ob,ectponable (n their texts that you will2not buy their products until such

revisions are made - .

- -
-

':\\ ¢

Azimrding to an acticle in the Dacempber issue of Nations Schools, "'Sexism

“ ~

" Textdéoks," only a few years ago educational publishers were thuckling over :

. L
hid >

charges of saxism  Now they no longer find it so funny and they view sexism a§

anzlcqous 1o racism 'Thetarzacle goes on to say that some publishers, such as
» ~

-

Seot Foresran and ‘Houghror M. ffl.a are al-eady marketing new reading programs

which they ciatm cancel out femin.st ¢ .ticisms of tHe) - ear?Ler‘pubi«catuons
For example, Scctt Foresman pubiishes a new second grade reader in which 15

"o included @ atory entitled, "Lucky For Me'"'. For years the venturesome hero went
- * A . . -

f om ozear voyages to amusement parks a!l by himself Now, due to interna: S

. ¢ ’ .
prompting 5y many of the company's femaie editors the he-a is a heroine Another
ki .

example of Scott Foresman's new-style qirls . is Susfe{_Ehgﬁsoapabomidﬂrby,quéén”

Tne iliustrarions accompanying this gney show Susie, st 11 .wear.ng her helmet,

. B

and proucly displaying he: trophy. However, we tannot heip but wonder how" -

’
e ‘e
N -




Susie’s .-c ri rer3. 24 50 spoetles, nd her skir so free from any scrapes and

smudges throughout the race that put her at the tos. Although such moves on the

part of Scott Foresman- to-reviss a few stories 1n a few texts may be considered by
N ) . 1
some a commendable solution to sexism charges, the Task Force feels that such token

efforts fall short, tar short, of eliminat.ng sexism i1n the texts We seriously

suestion the new ceonsciousness of Scott Foresman, particularly after reviewing ~

Windows ,Doorways, Bridges, a 1972 reader they are offering to schools. Out of a

. )
. tota! number of 24 stories and poems_in that reader, one poem and two stories

feature gir's as main characters, while the remaining stories and poems, 21 of
them, 3re certered on male characters  This is not a significant improvement to
. be acceptable 1o he roa=-sex:ist consurer No one, of course, expects pyblishers
. . _
to corvorv to strict statistical probabillities i1n writing their texts, but the
N A " . *

/ " R
blatart bias whrch this stiud, has shown to exist must be erased . If this is nat
- done, then the Xalarazoo Public Schoois must develop their own non-sexist reading
o . ') B4 " ;
p~.4rah, callina upon the professional expertise already existant throughout the

-

svsLer -

P

'ntgrested Teminists, parents, teachers, PTAs, administrators and Boards of

-

-

"
P

' > A .
Juiation ') over tne country are starting 1o demand that publishers abolish sex

.

roie srereotypes and pubiish materials that will encourage both boys and girts .
x kf]

L+ g talry o therr FUil humen cotential No one s predicting how long such changes
! 3 .
: k)
wi i"taxe  Iaaeed, it may take 2 few years. In the meantime, however, there are

¥ -~
>

& 7-eat mans thirgs that the Boa-d of Education can do immediately to help counter-

ba'lance the dest-dctive forces of the materials currently being used by the schodl
oo ' ’

Sysscem o ¢
« -

. f -

4 - * .
Tre oot crucial and funcamental step that the .Board can take is to help

maxe all its elementary school staff aware of sexism In the materials they are
us:ng. There are a great:many articles written on the subject of sexism in text-
. .

BOOKS === @ 1isl uf art.cles appears at the end of tnis report The Task Force

most highly recormends as exce'llent Sooklet pubiished by Women on Words and

B * - 1N R '
imagas entitled DUick and sane as Vietims: Sex Stereotyping in Childrenis Readers.
Q - ’

ERIC ‘ 50. o




ERI

> .

gécor iy read eye~coener and {i o/fers a comprehensive system

for ident:fying sex:sm, which can be applied tn texts of all subjects This

Task Force report itself can be used for thss pu-pose and we recommend that it

be distributed to.all etementary schoo! staff

Once a teacher realgéﬁs the harmful effects of daiiy exposure to sexist

-

matertals there is -eally no lim’t ta what he or she can do with the materials

currently avatlanle., The aware teacher wili recognize the sex;st nature of

the suggestion in the Teacner's Manual (World of Language, Follett Educational

Corporation, 370, p 29) tnat'' you might suggest some objects with moving.

2

parts fos toe ch Idren to act cut  Boys especially might welcome the opportunity

to portray a jukepox or a can opener "' Such a teacher, will, of course, see no .

reasor why g:rls wouldn't like to or can't portray a’;ukebox or'a can opener too ~

As cnildrengate r<ad.ng. tb° r texts and seeing mothers who do nothung but house-

«

WOPK, 30 awa 2 teaches can suggest to the children’ that wh te mothers do work in

he house, many mothers ws'k cutctde the home as well. A profltable class dis+

3 vr

cuss on ca® ne heid acout ati the jobs in which working mothers are engaged.

-~

- “ . .
T td-er Lou.a 3isC ta'k about hogbaes that their mothers pursue, something never
': -
ween 0 tnhgse Le«ibooks, o even the voluntee. wo-k their mothers do upon which
Gul Corpuae U 13450 depeadent - , . .

-

ffvie ena noncens of be ng awa-2-of the sexist natur e of their materials and

.
the ha mfui erfeuts such'mater|eis have on-their students has begun, the teachers.
4 ‘ - " N L4
thevia'vet wi bt fend-many ways-of ovaeesmeng andior suppliementing these materiais. -
4 373uD of reaghars, educational researchers, and graduate students met .n Arn -
B - - ~ . ' ’ '
artac rermntly o cavent ways T2 wiberare' any classroom Here 2-e come 2F ou-
GTTNINMIT 5uges T ioNnNs N . . :
Sy \ ~ »
Lv“‘\Que likes 1o eat

Let's teach everyone to cook.
»

Enuourage s1rls to vse manspulat. e materfals like

e arty sockets and enrds, screwdrivers and hammar
Yzke -ow.ng manhites Q08 Lypow s ters eva-’abie 10 boys {
as wetl as girls © , :

-
e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Powg watn sTrong nero.nes and for surerio-
Eoograps e Ot wonwen Co.lect nzaspaper stortes about
- wom2n Display pretu-es of waorking women

Teach boys and g ris inter~gex sports, like volleyba!|
early - N

F Efirminate "g.rls' corners' and boys' corners.

fnvite mothers and women friends with special skills
t3 viS:t your class

Teach girls as weil as boys to help with audfo=visual
equ:pment, and boys as well as girls to clean up '

after messy _Projects  Choose boys and giris as library
*r.aides .

«

Write your own math problems. ''Ann's mother needed six
Feet 6= lumber to make a pookshelf ‘' ''8:11 and Joha..
were cooking spaghetti for four friends * They boughf,.." .

Epcourage children to make their own studies of sex *
,ste'eo\,pes on television, in magazines, and in books. '
' h -

Learn about the histocy of women in America. If you are a
woman, pe aware that you arg an important role model for

sour class  1f you have a family, talk about it If your
"usband shares the housework, mention it. If you experience :
distermination, descuss «t If you are good at carpentry

o naseba‘i or car :epa«r, gemonstrate it!

* -
M i
* 3¢ 3 ''woman ~f the Month'' bulletin board. o T
B ' ‘0 ’ ’
. Triourane your studemts 1o write theif own non-sexist * :
gter,als o g C1a35 pro.act ¢

.rﬁ
The Tasx Friece refommencs that the elementa®y schoo! staff immeadiately adopt

[N ’ . ‘

S e 7. CThes v21n0ds that they themselves might develop as a means of combatrag

L4
s, »

- ’ ¥
: - » * ]
BN G S A B v Fl 8 Lf‘m reTOSTENUAt O s Thate— b‘y‘—t me—Task—Force—are th ngs—that

)

)

.
"]
)
e
i
1Y
o]
3

vmediate ., with tittie or 70 cost t. the schooi System if these

. vqg~~e*:az'ons ara carr‘ed oIt ‘n & ¢onscientious program, a good deal can be

ot tfsar the curren:!u ava.lanle sexist printed materials. '
~& Gy recomrerd some steps that shouid be taken as soon as possiple whicn

.

*IuiL onvct.e Zertain expenc.tures in staff time and money  As we have previuus'y
. .
'3 Lat2@, . ma; take @ “ew yeyrs oDefore publishers are printing books ‘that are

* . & .
accaatatia o tarvs of the guide!imes proposedin Appendix G Therefore, the

A t

. Task Fo-ce cacoTmends tha! ai 3000 as po.sit'e the Administration design and
t ] ! * bl ¥ ’ - .

. 22 e

L
i
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ProduLe e, 18 Maler als to be used as supplemertais to the present materiais

[

and d:stiibute them throughou the elementary scthool system We should like to-
: »

remnd you that not onity staff but the chiidren themselves can design such

g materials .

The Task Force recommends that as soon as possible inservice training pro-
¢+ §7ams 22 toncucied ror ail elementary staff for the purpose of increasing their

awareness ot the issue of sexism and its detrimental, dehumanizing effects on

children
v - . f-3

The sincere hope.ot this Task Force s that the harmful sex stereotypes and

discr minat.or seen .n the mater.alsfised in the Kalamazoo Public Schools be

.

eradicated Pacents, teachers, and Soncerned indiyiduals can write to publishers
& - -
demanding thatstextbooks be revised, and we urge them to do sc.” But only the

3eard cf Education can refuse to buy this material and provide adequate alterna~

r -

“tves  Tne Task Force on Elementary School Textbooks asks you to do so, .

., -
2 [ - .. [y
3 - !

. -
-
-« : ) 3 . .
. Pireseman b *» ) M -
g X -

“
’

(24
v
’

b

o - -

7 g *

] NC . .‘
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APPENDIX A ' '

,;;4?aitbook Evaluation Cover Sheet ‘ v

. in evaluating the materia!:, the
portrayal uf girls and women As you can see, the evaluation sheet
designed for regding texts and may be awkward when used for other sy

1% s0, use your.own Judgement and make whatever changec vou think ne
. keeping in mind that our. major points
sheet,

is primarily
bject texts.’
cessary,

of concern are covered in the evaluation

s
< L}

T CAs ydu iNvestigate the material, conSider?the following questions: =

v

Are giris and boys Participating equally in physical and intellectual

autivities? ~

-

ﬁovgiéls have a variety of choices and aspire to a variety of goals?

- Do the .cale characters
el as eguais?

w

respect the female characters and respond to them

-y >

Are.girls developing independent |:ves

2y fincing, their own solutions? o
- .

independently meeting challenges

Are mcthers amployed outside the home? (n what capacity?

- ... °rs rothers on'y one-dimensional charaéters--namely, only mothers doing
o, tcusehald chores? {

] _ ~re thererany oné-pa-ent fam:ilies?

;4 . e 'fatners and ch idren 5f both sexes involved in domestic chores?

. sre  athers shown ir any other than the stereot
o #0-k and doing male-type chores on the: weekend?

A

yped role of man going to

3  Boes e hove touk iees intt by real people or "ready for company?"
sr&. Ji-te pootrayed as adventurous and agressive as well as sensitive, and
are tre ba,s gentle as well as*strong? .

.

”e

primary concern is for a positive and honest '




APPEND(X B -

e

" TEXTBOOK EVALUATION SHEET

RATED:

Good

f -

_ . Excellent
. K through 6

[ 13 R - By' .i

. Sgbj.tt Trade

yJ' “!ock_?Jtle Series

- - Published by ' Date

_Mumber of stories Number "of biographies
Males main character ot males
Females main character of females
= »

L. Sample types of activities - Boys

; . @ . .
'Y

Sample -types of activities - Girls .~

.
-

F AL i i PN |

o ‘ :

! . h
E Mow are adults portrayed?
Men

T

»

s

L

x < -
" Give page and quotations to pe copiled: J
N * . 3

How many stories are unacceptabie? - List and give reasons.

. *
-

Comments: (Lse other side if needed) .

A S

98 .

Give page nunber and brief de%cr-ptiqn of illustration to be copied:

;‘F"ﬁ ﬁ‘\‘

- ES
; Ry ) R
T T T S T T

-
.,



"Thi's Iist s only one example of how completely

our female children,

process, only the most enterprusing of youn
patterns of maie-dominated activities

factory worker
librarian
dancer
seamst:-ess
maid.

* lab technician
cafeteria norke-

tra.n engineerf
“astroiogist
farmer

" doctor

T oauthor
band cenductor
judgye
schoal pr:ncipal
s<in diver
tailer
riwsTastar
sathanie
v olin player
carpentar
taxi driver
cortractos
fa.r rarager
lurser acn

L T her

ficherman
ergineger
businessman

.Mineralogist
crofessor
forest ranger
fi-aman

‘3ULC worke:
‘butcher -
electrician
L 7. camera nperator
blacksm.:h
weatherman
chef
fPuseum guara

" APPENDIX £, .

OCCUPATIONS OF ADULTS

READING TEXTS

OCCUPAT I ONS OF WOMEN

teacher

movie actress
ticket selljer
nirse :
store clerk
weather gir¢|

telephone operator

OCCUPATIONS OF MEN.

anthropologist
expiarer *
factory ~orker
cowboy
sailor
policeman
athlete
moviemaker
barber
rancher -
stat:on at:tendent
computer operator
ast-onaut
gardener
pilot
teacher
skier
sKy drver
pr.est
ol driller
scidien
baker
glassblower
detective

- saigsman
capialn
mountain climber
sitversmith
truck driver
cceanographer
opthamologist
painter
rar Iman .
health inspector

>

n

i
we channel the aspirations of

-

*

.

it 1s not difficult to understand why, after this socialization
g -women dare to challenge the established

-

v

housewife
secretary
scientist
singer

~ anthropologist

girl scout leader .

-

physicist
Jpresident
dentist
train conductor
inventor ’
politician
news_reporter —-
orator -
‘shoemaker
astronomer
meteorologist
garbage man
merchant
banker
metal worker
coach
jockey
matador
pirate
artist - )
industrialist
200 keeper
hunter
lawyer
spy
telephone man
surveyor
. veterinarian
mover
chemist
draftsman’
br.cklayer
bus driver
counselor

*
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7+ use telescope

APPENDIX D

e

- ) ﬁEPRESENTAi'VE ACTIVITIES OF CHILDREN
. READING TEXTS -

. ACTIVITIES OF BOYS
. 8
rake leaves
plant garden
give magic show
ride in wagons
f.a thlﬂgs . -

- build play house

hide girl's toys vt
read books -

get haircut

get cat out of tree for girl
direct traffic

nake tdys for girls

play on trapeze bar

-shovel snow

go to store for mother -
.cook (in emergency)

build train track

make-car into wheel barrow
make wheel barrow into sled

\uésh car .

gc camping
. find fox

"wipe dishes

take care of pet goat -
climb trees
fly it helicopter

" row boat *

shine shoes

’shoot qun .

write Tecret messages

Yive on houseboat

get bail down from tree for sister
he!p father pour cement

90 to farm

piay football

hike in woods

dig 1h dirt -
ride in raft

rescue hat for girl

find sister when she is lost
play rough with dog

cook over open fire

paint

help girls out of trouble

fly toy planes’

anyent things

Spray paint and bulld birdhouse

skate

pPut on puppet show for gir!s
tide bikes -« . . ,
.ride horses

- ski

play fireman

go fishing

sell bike

stay alone with frlend
rescue sister from closet
collect wild pets

tame wild horse

catch escaped goats

make telephone

watch parade and fireworks
dog sit

fish with harpoon

fill pool for sister

save family from flood

do headstands

play basketball . .
dlsciplcne,slster ’ "

build beach chair

catch pet rabbit for girls

help with farm chores

fix toys for girls

play with trucks

squirt hose

make snowmen

play outdoors at night with
flashlight

garden for neighbpr

make and fly kites

build car

ride bzke to park for picnic

swim ’ ..

find bird for girl B ——

build ship mode! )

go to basebail game with

friend

make flashlight .

make animal cages

climb mountain :

bu! Id go-cart

play violin

play cowboy

find bear for sister & mother .
ride in motorboat .
clean garage .

" watch workmen s




ats, coats, and dresség "
with bcok on head ' :
lp motner with dishes -
hei} mother cook y
help mother clear :
iron '.".':.’-«;x
dress up in mother's clothes

watch brother cook (in emergency)
get up on wall and den't get down
lose groceries through hole in bag
heip brother in tug-of-war with dog
forget to take picture home

let pet bird out of house *

save dog from drowning

get pretty clothes splashed with mud

play in house built for boys -
100k for toys hidden by boys
stay. home while bovs go to farm
talk en phone
saw .
shop for clothes
Skip rope
play with kittens .
lose shoes
vacuum
jump rope
play 1n snow

+ lock self in closet

ACTIVITIES OF GIRLS

a——

" sing

 cut flowers

have tea party

worry about clothes
lose-hat )
watch boy's puppet show
get lost ”
march incorrectly

let pet rabbit get away
get dressed - ,

get ball stuck in tree
play indoor hide & sesk )
have ‘"pet" vacuum cleaner,
forget book ’
ride horses

play with walkie-talkie
go to camp
play "statue"
sweep

play with dolls
get hair done in curlers

go to store for mother
make flower lei

lose teddy bear :
ride bike (in dress)
forget lunch money

dress up in grandma's. clothes

read books
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Fitth Grade Class Evaluation of Second Grade Text

"

After a dascuss{on about sex dlsc}.manataon in reading texts with the °
1971-72"f1fth grade class at West Main School. taught by Ms Gregory, some of
the membets of the class dec:ded that they'would "ike to do a project on this

topic They read a second grgde reading text, Friends 0ld and New, publoshed

by Scott F0resman to cetermine vihether or not 't was sexist. * An evaluation

form was designed fo; Jheir,usex and their findings are reported here.

Cut of the 40 sfé%'es<tnat they read, 30 of them had boys as main characters
while on'y 10 were based on female charact;rs These 5th graders also foun;-
that the activities of boys and g'rls were very different in the t;xtbook. The
boys are cften bus: ly engaaned in active games such as baseball Or:football.
They fly kites, visit ¥riends or go to ;he park, build things and play with
;uch‘vgr!ed toys as trains, cars, boats, arrplanes, sleds, tools and drums.

~

The girls, however, play with dotls, teddy beérs, play. stoves and d;shes. Tth
s1t undeér hair drye-s, have tea parties ;r do housework: When .asked about -
exciting and interesting things boys do, the 5th graders fou;d that boys play
with dogs, r.de b:kes or ¢o fishing while girls, once again, clean house or

play with dolis. One of the girl students sgid, ""Girls do nothing really,

- .
W 255 vou call cooking and stuff like that exciting "

A
=\

Askes whether or not the adults in the book look o~ act |ike their parents,
i achers or ongtr adults thy knew, tne 5th graders answered six to two that.
they did not, saying that the aduits they know don't look like the plctu;es
in the book, aren’t as nice, and don't act as ''goofy ' Fin;lly, when a;ked
if sex discriminat.én tcuched them,none‘gir! said, ''Yes When | want to piay‘
@ sport they won't let me because. I'm just a girl "
This exercise by these Sth graders resulted rn two notable conclu;ion;f‘

{1) ¢hildren do notice the distortions of reality presented in the textbooks,

. and (2) their basic findings were the same as ours

.

* See last page of Appendix f
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The Task Force would iike to take this opportunity to thank Ms. Gregory

and the following students for their participation in the work of this Task

Force and their help in making this report more directly meaningful.

- Donna Ames
. Gregg Blohn
Andrea Clason
David Collins
- e Roger Meint .
Nate Stegall
Jacquie Stiltner
Brad Webber
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APPENDIX F (continued) .

Book Evaluation ﬁﬁeet

-

How many stories with boys as main characters? 3!

is

How many stories with girls as main characters? 9

What are some of the activities of the boys? Help-other people

do things and play with toys
/’ .

What are some of the activities of the giris? housework

What types of things do boys play with? (Boys' toys) baseball, footballs,
. . trains

What types of things do girls play with? ‘kGIrls' toys) doll, ball, bears
What do the boys seem.Eo think about girls? nothing
what do the girls seem to think about boys? nothing

Some examples of excifing and interesting things boys do: _helping and leading
" "other people.

2

Some examples of exc}tigg‘gnd interesting things gﬁr|s~do: w%rk, playing with
- : : dolls

-Do the adults in the book look and act |ike your parents and teachers and

other adults you know? Yes __  No X .

How are they differe;t? tﬁey're too‘goofy

2

How are they-alike? no way

Cen you give any examp les of sex discrimination thcg you have seen or ways-
that sexism has touched you? boys leading girls and having
) ~ fast answers and ideas

e o

‘Friends 0!d and New, Grade 2, Scott Foresman, New Basic Readers Series. .
. - L]

%
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. Kalamazoo Public Schools
Instructional Media Department

Guidelines for a Positive, Non-Stereotyped. - _ S, \
Portrayal of Human Roles in Media Center Materials ° o

1. Are both parents.and children of each: sex involved tn household tasLs?

2. Are-fathers shown in roles other than going to work or duing male-type

chores? Are there family concerns, community concerns, perspna! growth
concerns?

- 1
3. Are mothers shown in roles other than housework or child rearing?
re there family concerns, communily concerns, personal giowth concerns?

N
[}

)

4 Does the home look iived in by real, human people or,1s it ready for
compan,, a sterile home? N

. -
’ 7
. . >

5. Are there accurate nortrayals of one-parent, families?

6. Are thers accurate nortrayals of muitiple parent (duborce-remarriage)
rariiies? ) . .
¢

1] ~ i *
o the male characters respzct the female characiers and respond to them
a5 equals? :

-4

T

8. Are mothers employed outside the home? In a Stereotyping or a creative job?

- v L:
9. Are boe and dirls portrayed with a range of human responses - girls
advehiurous and aggrassive as well as sensitive, toys gentle as well a.
strong? .

fee 0oy s and 7irls participating equally in physical and intellectual
Azt vifies? :

-
4

th, Are qgirls developin independent !ives, iqﬂependently meeting challenges
b g YP X
a0 taindinn rhair own so utiuns?

"i
¥ 5¢ girls nave a variaty of choices and aspire to a variety of. goals:

nlanted from "

Lit*le Miss Muffett Fights Back N. Y. Feminists on Children's Media.
1971 ) .
fitizens Study - Sex Distrimination in the Kalamazoo Public Schocls

1972

" .

Provided by ERIC.

]
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SQMM&RY af id& REPURT GF TH® Tas:s FCORCE ON ELEMENXARY SCHBOL TEXTBOOKS -
- FebrwarveTZII9TE ST T

olhae :35; Force oa uanezta‘, 5.n.3 Textbesks has comp leted 1ts study of
'%he texts, supplemqn:s and sets »f study prints approved for use in thg 1971 72 k

-

scheol veac by the Kalamdzo: Public S:hocls. Our findings show that textbocks
i all . mtdar areas cpnsigrently separate people into two rigidly defined molds

which previde uafaiz and dist-rfed stereotyped t>le models for both boys and

~

girls In rextbooks the only acceptable role offered t- girls is one of passivity,

.

dependen:e, int . mpetence, emoticnalicm and above all domesticity. The textbook

.~

@

male .5 treative,erescurcedul, asscitive, brive and <iever. Though he is more

oulti~-demensi-na’ than h's {aa ,_aJﬂ'e DAt he 1s provided with an almast

4
M
.

tmgosaiale te athiewe s“pe Loy sunerran ¥ -le model.
b
. -~ . . N
One 24 ~ae mis ~bJiious Jindings of the Task For:e is the grear discrepancy
H

. betueen the wumhsr Ur feasles T maies present in both 1llustration and zoutent E

mara,1al, with fries gutnumbering femz.?s more than 3 to . JThere is a great

selho2b L%l o= rpaxcgoapation by rerales an all rexts Though an adulr” female’ E E
,‘\ -
1
n% @t ToFT mav have 1 3ab 2itstde the howe, no mentioft 18 made of her earning 3
. - . . ,':. 4
moUSYL st r . 00 mY, LNTAILLN, I7 meking .arge pucthaseg., These activities are - ]
4 . 3
tre, e Trarieewt Wikt maLg ke g sterisrrzaliy, textbssk boys earn money
s R TG - Tl the 1T IKTs o3¢ ~a0€ mone, S £ L cover girls In science’ ]
~ . [ . ' N 3
Tet3 4 taa Tz owo0d L 0 oot d obhser v o ownr e Zhe brys attively exezute the
EVHo 1T T 2t wlla tu the oo F Ltboand siath grade sz.ial studies texrs
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andwriting texts present deilis vhich shiw America's workers as all males and ]
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drids seldonm menTid gitis names., There are even two~thirds more males than :
' femalée {ic speiliag books  Can zhildrer help bat get the impression that boys
" are more import4nt, more inteiligent, have broader career opportunities and con=-
siderably more fun’ - . )
From the simple texr 5t the begzinning :eaders to the sixth grade math and 2
3 ,'; o . » 4 . ~Tif§
) O ¢e texts, the gotivities 2¢ taxtbook boys and girls exemplify their personality
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traits. The girls, being passive and 1ndeclszve_1nd1v1dualé;‘a¥£\ggen standing
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centered on their future families. They help keep houée, give tea‘parties or
% N ’

play with their dolls. They often get ghemselves into situations where they are
* A R ’
1n need of nelp and it 1s always 4 boy who comes to the r:scue. The textbook

* bovs, beiﬁg vigorous and inventive individuals, are seen playing with kites or

chemiitry sets. Boys are offen shown having pért-time jobs‘or géing camping,

- fishing oc exploring on their own.
The adults who :hildren see in their textbooks are as sex stereotyped as

‘the children. Men are both fatheis and job holders, seen in almost every con~

/“"".”’ . ) .
ceivable occupation. Women are seen eithef in the house or in' jobs traditionally

J—

- »

viewed s:ceptable for women--teacher, nurse or librarian. Despite the fact that

. ) ' Ty R

* 58% ~I wgrkiny women have children under 18 years of age, we rarely see & working -
P .

-pother  Marriage and mcotherhood are goals of the textbook female, yet ev.n wheno

she rzuthes rthose goals, she still possesses the textbook female personality

-~ w

trstis 2f passivity aad intompetence. The textbook mother stays indoors, where
557 1z ailwave wearing a dress and usually an apron and high heels.” Her activities

Iansiat of domestic duties; washinyg dishes, cooking, sewing and cleaning her

"alwavs *vdy a7use.  There are no chillenges .in her .1fe, no humor, warmth or

flexitiioly >i¢ is never seea rexding a book, mevsing furniture, playing bal:i,
* .
V.RIRE, #olLg 02 s heol v: balancing a checkbpok. Father is .the exciting membe:
Yoy

of the fsmiiy. He does rhe fun things with the children, solves p.obiems, makes

%
v

decisions and seems to know somethiﬁg about everything.

~

iextbooks are not mirrors of reality. They abound in distortions. Théy do

{not deal wics real l}ie ;ssués or situations thﬁt confront yohng lives daily['u‘

On their pages chiléfen don't wea:'glasses or braces and they don't take music{

E}lissons or wonder about Gdd. There is no human warmth in the textbook child's,
: ' L

‘ttla:ionsﬂxps with family or friends. The Aanemotionlliqm in all textbook re-

. . - \ . :

fn:fhnohips makes them shallow, unrealistic a dLunintcrcstgng. The portrayal of

:‘IERJ!:‘ v R - Eli} j . o

o¢ sitting still, watching tht*boys'buxld things or pla; games. Theit fun I;‘N\‘“ te
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adults 1s also g:eatly distorted in cexts Marriage,though it appears as an '

l.

. 1nev1tab < step in every adult's ]1fe seems quite joyless in the textbooks. v

«

All demonstrations of affection are off ].mits, as are quarrels. ~Patents never \ =
- .

» - . . b .

get  silk, engage in artastic activiziei. adopt thildren or hire a teelage

. s !

babysitter. Even thOugh one 1incq n: -loseness between hustands and wives, .
. “ .

single parent families do not)xist n textbooks. The Task Force is deeply

.
&

conc&rned~about‘the effects the non-existence of one parenf families in text-

hooks has on the approximately 15% of the children in Phr schoels living with

caly ogg parent‘ . e ) S
sttortibns of reality and rqgié sex rqle sté}e;types are very ‘harmful and.

hd -
- * .

when Ch-v are rresented to children at theiy most vuinerable and malleable

.

stazes >f yevelspment. These.textbooks do not enceurage a girl co develop to

her maximum potential. Ou the ontrar}, they often 1mp1y to do 80 1s
utferfinine. 3uch a restricted portrayal of womanhood cayses girls 'to lower

L SN + .
Treir asplrations and selfesteem. In effect, such texts prog%hm girls not to

t B} a . -»
. a:”:LveA Tne textbycks have a poweriul message foz,boys«as well. - The p8881Vl

o dependant porrrayal or the textbook female coupled with the almost "super- L]

-
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Booag” porirayal of the ma.sz, otrongly implies that boys must prove themselves® -
' - ., ' . *e, S ?
o, deing sticay and brave  Textbaoks continually reinforce the belief that boys

-

shoutd='n snow ar .y type of emoti.ne  Sterectyping\of males in this way creates

~

ar arrirl i1l barcrier between males. and females leading ultimately to the mis-

takes beited that, because males show 15 ‘emotions, sthey have none, Limiting a-
[ ] .
boys personality in such a way can snly serve to stifle growth and maturity.
It 13 the couzlusion of this'Task Force .that all of the texts reviewed aré
. 0 .

sexist and must be cevised before going iato new printing. It is our recommend- ~

\

ation tnat the Kalamazoo Public Schools, System refuse to buy any new textbooks

[ . 1
|

" for any area of study, uhttl they neei'guidnlinad, as for ex;mple, suggéléb& and

‘davelopcd hy thé Instructional Media Department of the Kalamfsgc s?blic Schoel;.

' 1
f* *he meantime, howaver, there are a great many things that the Board of Ednca;ion
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E Kncout e girls go usc nanipulat;vc materials like electric sockets and cordse
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tan do ‘immediately and the Task Force dkes the followiﬁg-recommendations:

» .

rivers add hammers. Make seving’ machines and typewriters available to
boys.as well as girls. ' : L ' .

1.

. = *®
Evc pon hag to eat. Let's tqach averyone to cook.

aak for books with strong heroines and for superio. riographies of wonen.
€ollect "newspaper s:or1es about women. Display . pictures of working women.

Teach bcys and girls inter-sex sports, like volleyball early.
,nvite mothers and women friends with Specxal skills to visit yout class

’

Teach girls as well as boys to help witl audio visual equipment. and boys as . o

‘well as girls %o clean up after messv, prejects. Choose boys and girls as library
¢ " bore and i

aides. .
Write veur own math problems. "Ann's mother needed six feet of lumber to make a- RS
brokshe.f., " "Bill and John were cooking spaghetti for four friends. They '

» *..

_Enconr-oe children to make thez: own studies of sex stereotypes on television. ) E

1a magazincs and 1in books. . )

»

mear'x about: the history of women 1n Anmerica. If you are a woman, be aware _that

, you.are an important role model for your clads. If you have a family, talk about’

t. If your husband shares the housework, mention it. If you experience discri-
winazion, disduss it. If ybu are good at carpentry or baseball or car tepair,
denunstrate 1ic. . L
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Have a womaﬂ o1 :he Month" buylletin board. . 1

-
. - . - -

. .
Encourage your students to write their >wn non-sexist materials as a class project.
- N ," - ‘ -
A [ ] > . ‘ .
Tlede relcamendations. can be carried out zmmedxaCeuy with little or no cost t2

*

the s.10:2! system  The Task Fo:ce re!!wmends that the follow1ng stéps which -

-

iaveive uer.air expenditures in star: time and money be taken as soon as possibie

It may take a few years before publlsﬁers are printyng acteptable, non-sexist &
. . . s B 3

. i ' - €« - - 7

‘material. Theretore, we reiommend that the Administration design and producc . -

-

aqeqva" matdrials o be ugsed -as sugplements to the presgnt materlals and dis- . f

:rfbd' -{hem throu?hdut
A,

he glementary school syctem, We should like to remind

. ¥3u thaz net only staff Put the children themselves can design such materials

In adﬁ‘:xﬂn, inservice sraining programs should be conducced for all olementary

w

ltlff fo: d“ purpnse of incrnusin; their swareness of tha issue of sexism and
Q




its detrimental, dgg;manlzlng effects sa children. \ .

- o
.

s It 1s the sincere wish of this Task Forze that immediate attention be given to

. “ {
. . the implementaticn of these re.ommendat:cons.
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